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doesn't make a pun.' He used to cite with satisfaction the only two he had ever made, ' and not much of a success either,' he avowed in all humility, 'for I didn't know I was making them,' and we even suspected him of embellishing them afterwards."* He was delightfully simple, even to the end of his life. In 1849 he wrote from Russia, where he was confined to his room with illness, to describe minutely a beautiful new dressing-gown in which he marched about the room like a sultan, and was possessed with one of those delightful joys which we only have at eighteen. " I am writing to you now in my termolana," t he adds for the satisfaction of his correspondent.
We must now return to Honore in his attic, where, as in. later years, he drank much coffee, and was unable to resist the passion for fruit which was always his one gourmandise. He records one day that he has eaten two melons, and must pay for the extravagance with a diet of dry bread and nuts, but contemplates further starvation to pay for a seat to see Talma in " Cinna."
He writes to his sister: " I feel to-day that riches do not make happiness, and that the time I shall pass here will be to me a source of pleasant memories. To live according to my fancy; to work as I wish and in my own way ; to do nothing if I wish it; to dream of a beautiful future; to think of
* "Balzac, sa Vie et ses CEuvres, d'apres sa Correspondance/' by Madame L. Surville (ne'e de Balzac). t " H. de Balzac—Correspondance," vol. ii. p. 418. was faithful in his friendships; and when once he had.mother always makes for him; and thismily, were observed, by the fiction that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
